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FUNKY IS A DUCK WITH A PHYSICAL DIFFERENCE WHO DREAMS OF
PERFORMING AT DUCKFEST, THE BIGGEST EVENT IN THE DUCK
COMMUNITY. BUT FUNKY’S DISABILITY MAKES IT CHALLENGING TO
DANCE LIKE THE OTHERS. UNDETERRED, HE TRAINS TIRELESSLY AND
DEVELOPS A ONE-OF-A-KIND DANCE STYLE THAT’S ENTIRELY HIS OWN.

WITH THE UNWAVERING SUPPORT OF HIS PARENTS, FUNKY LEARNS TO
CELEBRATE HIS INDIVIDUALITY AND EMBRACE HIS STRENGTHS. HIS
PASSION AND SIGNATURE MOVES CAPTIVATE THE ENTIRE POND,
INSPIRING OTHER DUCKS TO EMBRACE THEIR OWN UNIQUE STYLES. A
STORY OF PERSEVERANCE, CREATIVITY, AND SELF-CONFIDENCE, FUNKY
THE DUCK WITH DANCING DREAMS SHOWS THAT HAVING A DISABILITY
IS A SUPERPOWER.
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ABOUT THE
ILLUSTRATOR

LUCA ‘LAZYLEGZ’ PATUELLI IS A WORLD-RENOWNED DANCER,
CHOREOGRAPHER, AND SPEAKER. AS THE FOUNDER AND ARTISTIC
DIRECTOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL BREAKDANCE CREW ILL-ABILITIES™, HE
INSPIRES AUDIENCES AROUND THE GLOBE WITH HIS MESSAGE OF
INCLUSION AND PERSEVERANCE. HE IS ALSO THE FOUNDER OF NO
EXCUSES NO LIMITS MOVEMENT, A MONTREAL-BASED NONPROFIT THAT
PROMOTES INCLUSION AND MENTORSHIP THROUGH DANCE AND THE
ARTS.

BORN WITH ARTHROGRYPOSIS, A RARE CONDITION, LUCA NEVER SAW
HIMSELF REPRESENTED IN CHILDREN’S STORIES GROWING UP. LATER,
WHILE SEARCHING FOR SUITABLE TALES FOR HIS DAUGHTER LUNA, WHO
SHARES THE SAME CONDITION, HE WAS INSPIRED TO CREATE HIS OWN
SERIES OF ILLUSTRATED STORIES. IT WAS DURING THEIR READING NIGHTS
THAT THE WORLD OF FUNKY CAME TO LIFE.

BEYOND HIS PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS, LUCA DEFINES HIMSELF
ABOVE ALL AS A GRATEFUL HUSBAND AND PROUD FATHER TO HIS WIFE
MELISSA AND THEIR TWO DAUGHTERS, AURA AND LUNA.

ABOUT THE
AUTHOR

KLERVIA MARTEL, A SEASONED PROFESSIONAL ILLUSTRATOR, BRINGS
FUNKY’S TENDER AND COLORFUL WORLD TO LIFE USING SOFT PASTELS
THAT PERFECTLY CAPTURE THE HERO’S DETERMINATION AND ZEST FOR
LIFE.



DR CLOWN NEWSLETTER: INTRODUCTION OF THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTING
ITS MESSAGE OF HOPE, PARTICULARLY IN THE CONTEXT OF VISITS TO
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL WARDS. (FRENCH)
HTTPS://LINK.DRCLOWN.CA/V/443/0163424AAE46B516686E19F71D55755‌

7A0925C5E7A798C65   

THE SOCIAL EYES : REVIEW PRAISING THE INSPIRING MESSAGE AND
ILLUSTRATIONS
HTTPS://TSE2015.CA/2025/07/08/FUNKY-THE-DUCK-WITH-DANCING-
DREAMS/?UTM_SOURCE=CHATGPT.COM 

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY NEWS : PROFILE OF LUCA PATUELLI AND THE
BOOK’S CREATION BACKGROUND.
HTTPS://WWW.CONCORDIA.CA/CUNEWS/OFFICES/ADVANCEMENT/202
5/05/30/JOHN-MOLSON-GRAD-LUCA-LAZYLEGZ-PATUELLI-DANCES-TO-
INSPIRE-AND-BREAK-BARRIERS.HTML?UTM_SOURCE=CHATGPT.COM 

REFLET DE SOCIÉTÉ : REFLET DE SOCIÉTÉ: BOOK REVIEW AND
ADVERTISEMENT
(PDF ATTACHED TO THIS FOLDER)
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KIM TREMBLAY, PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO LUCA PATUELLI
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